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Brevenec, Olomouc distr., Olomouc Region

Medieval gold panning site

(13th-15th cent.)

This field with medieval spoil heaps and traces of precious and non-ferrous metal mining is situated in an area of
ore deposits. We may assume that a total of 1.5 tons of gold and 22.2 tons of silver were gained from the Jesenice
deposits in the course of the High Middle Ages. Part of this area are also settlements of gold miners from the 1st
half of the 13th century (for example, in the suburbs of Rymarov). Traces of gold washing have come to light on both
banks of the Oskava River on a length of about 1,100 m; the site was about 500 m broad. Feeding canals are also
preserved, which enabled to change from surface mining to greater depths and to use gold sluices. By the end of
the 13th century, the ‘gold feaver' in the area of Jesenik ceased, while mining of other non-ferrous metals and iron
ore continued.

References: Novak 1985; Sestakova 2012; Slézar 2013a; Zapletal 2013; Gaba 2014, 19-23.
Navigation point: N 49°52'17.84", E 17°08'05.08".

Map notes: A - gold washing site; B - mines.

https://archatlas-32445064-production.k8s.sinfin.io/en/lokace/brevenec_oc_sejpy
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Access map/site plan.

After ToméaSek et al. 2015.
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Dolni Dlouha Loucka, medieval grindstone from the ore mill.
Photo P. Slézar.

Brevenec, Chapel of St Anthony.
Photo P. Slézar.
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