
Dolní Věstonice, Břeclav distr., Southern Moravia Region

Palaeolithic camps

(38000–28000 years ago)

The unique remains of Palaeolithic settlements are spread over the cadastres of the communities of Dolní Věstonice

and Pavlov. The first archaeological excavation was conducted in the 1930s, and intensive research has been

continuing ever since. There is an evidence of residential features and hunting (huts, fire places and heaps of

mammoth bones), expressions of spiritual life and witnesses of the production techniques of the mammoth hunters

(ritual burials, art, firing of clay and textile production). The hunter camps were preserved under a Pleistocene loess

layer; they have become known as Dolní Věstonice I–III and Pavlov I–IV. Most famous is the site of Dolní Věstonice I

for the find of the Venus of Dolní Věstonice. In the area of Dolní Věstonice II, the visitor can see the ‘Calendar of

Ages’ (a mighty loess section showing the development of the Palaeolithic occupation). Recently, the Archeopark

Pavlov Museum was erected presenting the results of the long-term research.

References: Klíma 1983, 1990; Svoboda a kol. 1999; Svoboda 1999, 2005, 2010, 2017.

Navigation point: N 48°53‘18.60“, E 16°38‘34.90“ (Dolní Věstonice, signpost at the archaeological museum).

Map notes: A – Dolní Věstonice I; B – Dolní Věstonice II; C – ‘Calendar of Ages’; D – Dolní Věstonice III; E – Pavlov I; F –

Pavlov VI.
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Access map/site plan.

After Tomášek et al. 2015.
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Site plan.

After Tomášek et al. 2015.
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Dolní Věstonice II:  triple burial excavated in 1986.

Photo J. A. Svoboda, 1986.

Archaeological excavations in Dolní Věstonice.
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Dump of mammoth and other animal bones presented in situ, in the underground museum of Pavlov.

Photo R. Stránská, 2015.
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