
Sepekov, Písek dist., South Bohemian Region

Prehistoric barrow cemetery

(1600–500 BC)

One of the most interesting prehistoric barrow cemeteries found in south Bohemia. It was in use in the Middle

Bronze Age and in Hallstatt Period, with a hiatus in the Late and Final Bronze Age, when burial practices changed

and flat cremation burials were used. A large number of weapons, jewellery and even a piece of silk found at the

cemetery documents high social status of the local community. The current state of the site preservation illustrates

the destructiveness of earlier archaeological excavations. The site was completely excavated in the second half of

the 19th century and, according to the period practice, was left ‘open’ until today. Most of the mounds, therefore,

look like small volcanic craters.

References: Hraše 1873; Dubský 1949; Fröhlich 1997; Chvojka – Michálek 2011.

Navigation points: N 49°25'24.55", E 14°27'33.27" (entrance). 

Map notes: 1–65 – barrows; no. 19 represents one of the largest prehistoric burial mounds in south Bohemia.
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Access map.

After Kuna et al. 2014.
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Site plan.

After Kuna et al. 2014.
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A barrow on the cemetery.

Photo M. Kuna, 2013.

Natural monument "Smutný" below the barrow cemetery.

Photo D. Dreslerová, 2013.
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