
Volary, Prachatice dist., South Bohemian Region

Field fortification

(1618–1620)

Known as ‘Volarské šance’ (‘Volary Banks‘), the infantry redoubt with two artillery bastions dates to the beginning of

the Thirty Years’ War. The field fortification was built on the ‘Gold Trail’ in 1618. It was of crucial importance for both

sides of the starting conflict – for the Austrian Imperial forces to reach Bohemia and for the Czech estates to stop

them. Many attempts to take control over the fortification happened and the changed the holder several time. The

last conquest of this strategic point is dated to July 1620. Later on, the site was unexpectedly abandoned by the

Estates and the way for the passage of Maximilian I of Bavaria’s troops into Bohemia was free. The final battle of the

Revolt of the Czech Estates on ‘Bílá Hora’ (‘White Mountain’) followed in November 1620, when the Czech rebels

were fatally defeated. Surveys at ‘Volarské šance’ uncovered relics of fortifications, parts of armour, weapons and

ammunition as well as the personal belongings of soldiers, and economic equipment.

References: Meduna 1990; Beneš J. a kol. 1995; Kuna a kol. 2004.

Navigation points: N 48°54'15.88", E 13°49'17.57".

Map notes: A – redoubt; B–C – artillery bastions; D–E – hollows, originally ammunition cellars; F – connecting ditches.
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Access map.

After Kuna et al. 2014.
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Site plan.

After Kuna et al. 2014.
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View on a redoubt, taken from west.

Photo M. Langová, 2014.

Redoubt lined with ditches and a bank.

Photo M. Langová, 2014.
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Opevnění poškozené lesním polomem.

Photo M. Kuna, 2013.

Model of ‘Volarské šance’ in the City museum in Prachatice.

After Kubů – Zavřel 2007.
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Cannon crew in the Thirty Year's War.

From the information board at the site.

Cuirassier from the beginning of 17th century.

From the information board at the site.
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A picketeer, a musketeer and a rondasheer from the Thirty Years' War.

From the information board at the site.
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